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Phonics



Phonics Terminology
Word Definition

Phoneme The sound

Grapheme The letter representing the sounds

Digraph Two letters making one sound e.g. sh in sh-i-p/

Trigraph Three letters making one sound e.g. igh in n-igh-t.

Blending The process of using phonics for reading. Children 
identify the phonemes and put them together in 
order to read a word.

Segmenting The process of using phonics for writing. The 
children listen to the whole word and break it 
down into its phonemes. 

Split digraph Two letters making one sound but they are not 
next to each other.



Phonics in Year 1

In Year 1, the first few weeks of the Autumn term is spent 
reviewing all knowledge taught within Reception. We then 
move on to phase 5 (alternative spellings of phonemes 
already taught).

Each phonics session is split into parts:

Review – Reviewing phonemes (sounds) previously taught

Teach – Introduction of new phonemes (sounds)

Apply – Application of new sounds through sentence reading 
and spelling



In Phase 5 children learn:

- new graphemes for the sounds 
they already know



In Phase 5 children learn:
- that the same grapheme can 

have alternative pronunciations.



https://vimeo.com/743021918

https://vimeo.com/743021918


How many phonemes are in the 
following words?



Tricky words
Children are taught that these words cannot be 
decoded so are spelt out using letter names, not 

sounds



Phonics Homework



Year 1 Phonics Screening Check

In June, all Year 1 children will undertake 
the phonics screening test. This test is 

mandatory for all children.
If any children do not pass their phonics 

screening they are given extra support the 
following year.



Reading at School

‘The hearing of reading is NOT the teaching of reading’

At The Mead we want to ensure that every child 
has the opportunity to grow as a reader this is 

why we have introduced Bug Club into our 
curriculum.



Bug Club

• Children listen to a story

• Learn and rehearse new vocabulary

• Comprehension skills challenged 
throughout period of study

• All question types are explored

• Children retell stories



Reading at home





Sharing reading opportunities 
with your child

It’s not just about books! Encourage your child to read 
anything and everything. This will help your child understand 
that reading is a tool that can be used in all areas of their 
life.

When reading with your child encourage them to decode 
unfamiliar words by using their phonic knowledge. Practise 
blending sounds together.

Reread familiar enjoyed books.

Remember if your child hesitates or makes mistakes, they 
are learning!



Talking about books



We want our pupils to develop a lifelong love of 
reading.

To encourage this:

• Children choose their own books.
• We have a class reading area.
• We have quality key texts across our curriculum.
• We visit the school library and borrow books.
• We vote on a story for our ‘Friday Finish’.
• Children participate in events throughout the year.

Reading for Pleasure





Thank you

Questions:

• badgers@mead.surrey.sch.uk

• hedgehogs@mead.surrey.sch.uk

• squirrels@mead.surrey.sch.uk
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