
WELCOME TO RECEPTION’S 
READING AND PHONICS 

WORKSHOP



How many times have you already read 
today?





Phonics and Early Reading

Part 1 – information about how we teach phonics

Part 2 – information about how we teach reading

Part 3 – supporting at home



What is Phonics?

 Phonics is a way of teaching children how to read 
and write.

 It helps children hear, identify and use different 
sounds that distinguish one word from another in 
the English language



Did you know?

The English language has:-

 26 letters

 44 sounds

 Over 100 different ways to spell those sounds



The journey to independent reading and writing begins with Phonics

littlewandlelettersandsounds.org.uk

New DFE Guidance for Early Reading and Phonics

Why Little Wandle?  
Excellent training for all staff to ensure consistency.
Every aspect of phonics and reading included in a detailed, thorough and systematic 
approach.
Engaging resources without distracting from the learning.
Comprehensive system for identifying and supporting children requiring extra help 
Useful support for parents.  



Terminology 

You may hear your children say…. 

-phonics (also known as ‘synthetic phonics’) – The teaching of reading by developing awareness 
of the sounds in words and the corresponding letters used to represent those sounds.

phoneme - Any one of the 44 sounds which make up words in the English language. 

-grapheme – How a phoneme is written down

-blending – Putting together the sounds in a word in order to read it, e.g. ‘f – r – o – g, frog’ 

-segmenting – Breaking a word into sounds in order to spell them, e.g. ‘frog, f – r – o – g’’

-digraph- 2 letters making one sound 

-trigraph- 3 letters making one sound



How we teach phonics

Daily sessions

Synthetic phonics

Specific order of teaching

Repeated practice

m-u-s-t

Practice makes  
permanent

Correct pronunciation is vital

Revisit previously taught sounds at
start of each lesson



Teaching Order 











Pronunciation



Pronunciation



Reading

https://www.littlewandlelettersandsounds.org.uk/resources/for-parents/



How many phonemes are in the 
following words?

Words

top

shower

bird

high

fish

scan



How many phonemes are in the 
following words?

Words

top

shower

bird

high

fish

scan

Words

t-o-p

sh-ow-er

b-ir-d

h-igh

f-i-sh

s-c-a-n





Tricky words

https://www.littlewandlelettersandsounds.org.uk/resources/for-parents/



Which part of the word is tricky?

Words

is

go

to

put

was

be

Words

is

go

to

put

was

be



Phonics Homework



Spelling

 Say the word.

 Segment the sounds.

 Count the sounds.

 Write them down.



•There are three aspects of reading…..
1. Word Reading
2. Prosody (intonation/ voices)
3. Comprehension          

–Retelling the story
–Predictions
–Inference (feelings and actions of characters)

When children take their book home to read they should be 95% fluent.
Please do not worry that a book is too easy – your child needs to develop
fluency and confidence in reading.  Re-reading a book they have had before
helps develop fluency – this is the goal.

Celebrate their success!!!

Reading



Once children have a secure knowledge of a number of
GPC’s (Grapheme Phoneme Correspondences)
and are confidently blending, they will be ready for 
reading books with words.

Prior to this they will have wordless books which develop
great language skills and teach children the layout of books
and how to handle books.



We use assessment to match your 
child the right level of book



Children will also bring home a ‘reading for pleasure book’ 
from our school library each week.

To become lifelong readers, it is essential that they read for 
pleasure

Children may not be able to read this book independently 
but these books offer a wealth of opportunities for talking 
about the pictures and enjoying the story or information 
text.

Enjoy the book together and 
foster a love of reading

Supporting your child at home



Supporting your child at home

 Your child should be able to decode their 
book without your help.

 If they can’t read a word read it to them.

 Talk about the book and celebrate their 
success.

 We ask parents to read 4 times a week 
with their children. 

 Record reads on the Boom Readers app. 



Supporting your child at home

Graphical user interface, application, Teams

Description automatically generated

Graphical user interface, application, Teams

Description automatically generated

Graphical user interface, application, Teams

Description automatically generated

Please look at the Little Wandle videos and guidance for 
parents

https://youtu.be/-ZtjFIvA_fs
https://youtu.be/qDu3JAjf-U0
https://youtu.be/DvOuc7cWXxc


Supporting your child at home

The shared book is for YOU to read:

Make the story sound as exciting as you can by 
changing your voice.

Talk with your child as much as you can:

oIntroduce new and exciting language

oEncourage your child to use new vocabulary

oMake up sentences together

oFind different words to use

oDescribe things you see.



Books going home



Supporting your child at home



Supporting your child at home

Websites for Phonics games:

Phonics Play - https://www.phonicsplay.co.uk/ 

Phonic Bloom - https://www.phonicsbloom.com/ 

Topmarks - https://www.topmarks.co.uk/english-games/5-7-
years/letters-and-sounds 

 Teach Your Monster to Read - Teach Your Monster: Free Phonics, 
Reading and Mathematics Games

https://www.phonicsplay.co.uk/
https://www.phonicsbloom.com/
https://www.topmarks.co.uk/english-games/5-7-years/letters-and-sounds
https://www.topmarks.co.uk/english-games/5-7-years/letters-and-sounds
https://www.teachyourmonster.org/
https://www.teachyourmonster.org/


Thank you for coming
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