
Writing at The Mead 
Infant and Nursery 

School



Today’s 
workshop

• Writing for pleasure - Understand 
our research-based approach to 
developing confident, motivated 
writers

• Love of Writing - Appreciate why 
fostering a genuine love of writing 
matters most

• Skill Progression - Learn how writing 
skills develop from EYFS through to 
Key Stage 1

• Handwriting

• Spelling

• Home support – Understand ways 
you can continue to support your 
child at home



Writing for 
Pleasure



How we teach writing at The Mead 

Our vision for writing - We want children 
to be motivated, confident writers who 
write with purpose and pride

Our Writing for Pleasure approach is firmly rooted in educational research and places children at 

the heart of the learning process. We believe writing should be purposeful, meaningful, and 

joyful—not just a task to complete, but a skill children genuinely want to use and develop.



Writing is the most challenging  thing we ask our children to do

They need to understand sentences, grammar, the genre they are writing, 

transcription skills – handwriting, vocabulary, 

content etc to be able to write well.

This knowledge shapes our approach 



Our Writing 
Approach

• Writing for pleasure scheme – backed 
in research – 14 key principles 

• Focus on a love of writing

• Class projects alongside personal 
projects



Our Writing Approach – Genre based units
GAP

Reading as writers

Planning 

Drafting

Editing / Revising

Publishing

Have examples of mentor texts

We use carefully selected mentor texts to inspire children and provide clear 
models of excellent writing. Teacher modelling demonstrates the thinking 
process behind writing, whilst personal writing projects give children autonomy, 
choice, and the opportunity to express their creativity on topics that genuinely 
interest them.



Mentor texts
Our mentor texts are a clear model
for the writing we expect our children
to produce.







Year 2 Poetry



Real life audiences
Year 1 children wrote 
letters, posted them and 
got lots of replies!



Fostering a Love of Writing

Authentic Purposes

Children write for real reasons—

Curiosity letters, books for our class 

library, messages to families, signs 

for the classroom. When writing has 

genuine purpose, children become 

truly invested in the process.

Choice and Ownership

Through personal writing projects, 

children choose their own topics, 

genres, and audiences. This 

autonomy builds confidence and 

helps children see themselves as real 

authors with important things to say. 

They also already know the content

Celebration of Effort

We celebrate creativity, perseverance, and improvement—not just perfection. 

Every child's writing journey is valued, and we highlight what they do well whilst 

gently guiding them forward.



Personal projects

Children alongside their class writing projects pursue personal projects

Class projects are focused on quality
Personal projects are focused on quantity – this helps develop stamina and fluency



Writing in action

EYFS

Helicopter stories

Handwriting lessons

Spelling as part of 
phonics

Writing across the 
curriculum (in provision)

Sentence of the week

KS1

4 x writing lessons per week

Personal writing projects

4 x handwriting lessons per week

Spelling as part of phonics in year 1 (5x per 
week)

Spelling lessons in Year 2 – (5x per week)

Sentence of the day



Nursery 

One key text across the curriculum – children become familiar with this

Mark making opportunities everywhere

Give meanings to marks they make

Pre-writing development – squiggle while you wiggle, dough disco

Early phonics support – oral blending and segmenting 



EYFS – pre writing skills

Gross motor

Fine motor

Oral rehearsal

Talk, talk, talk!

Role play / small world 
play





Balancing transcription and composition
Transcription Skills

The physical aspects of writing
Correct letter formation and handwriting
Spelling patterns and strategies
Phonics application in writing
Punctuation and presentation

Composition Skills



We use Letter-join which 
teaches handwriting in line with 
the National Curriculum.

• Early Years - Reception

• Key Stage 1 - Years 1/2

Handwriting at at our school



Letter-join Handwriting Scheme



• our chosen handwriting style

• we use lead-in and lead-out lines

• use lowercase letters, not capitals  - very important especially 
when practicing names

Handwriting at our school



Handwriting at our schoolEYFS / year 1
End of year 
1 / year 2



Letter-join Handwriting Scheme

• You can use Letter-join at 
home on PCs and tablets.

• Letter to follow with login 
details



• All children use same log-in details.

• Choose your child’s class to access:
• the correct handwriting style

• class word banks

• home learning tasks

Letter-join log-in



• Log in to Letter-join 
• Patterns

• Easy letters

• Easy words

• Harder letters

• Harder words

• More letters

Making the most of Letter-join at home

https://www.letterjoin.co.uk/


Spelling
Children begin learning the sounds of 
the alphabet – these are taught in the 
order of our Little Wandle Phonics 
scheme

Children are then taught to segment 
to spell (sound out) 

Before we write a word we sound it 
out – all the way up to year 2 (this 
becomes more fluent and less 
necessary) 

44 sounds – covered in reception 
across phase 2 and 3

Children can only use the graphemes 
(written representation of a sound) 
they have been taught 

Reception



• Say the word.

• Segment the sounds.

• Count the sounds.

• Write them down.

How do we teach spelling?



Year 1



Year 2 



Year 2 Spelling Scheme – spelling rules 



Tricky words and prickly spellings



Home support top tips

Become a writer – parent!

Foster a love of writing

Respond to their writing as a reader – “Wow! I was really worried about your character, I’m 
glad it had a happy ending!” – laugh if it’s a funny story, be scared as you read etc 

Balance correcting spelling and handwriting

Ensure you are modelling correct letter formation

Do not write in all caps – use capital letters for start of sentences, names places, etc. Lots 
of children come to school writing their name in capital letters

 





Respond to 
their writing as 

a reader!



Further information / useful websites

Little wandle for phonics support 
Letter join – handwriting scheme



Thank you
& any further 
questions?
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